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SECRET SANA 5015 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, MOPS, ET, UR, EG, US, YE 

SUBJECT: YEMEN POSITION ON SOVIET AIRLIFT TO ETHIOPIA 
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REF: A. STATE 297314 
B. SANA 4934 

1 . DURING DECEMBER 19 MEETING, I RAISED WITH 
PRESIDENT AL-GHASHMI MATTER OF SOVIETOVERFLIGHTS 
OF MIDDLE EAST ANDUF IN PARTICULAKGN OF YEMENTAS 
PART OF CURRENT SOVIET AIRLIFT OF MILITARY 
SUPPLIES TO EITHIOPIA. I ASKED HIM WHAT YARG 
POSITION ISU 

ON THESEHGVERFLIGHTS AND WHAT, IF 
ANYTHING, YARG MAY BE PREPARED TO DO TO SVSAK 
OUT AGAINST THIS BLANTANT INTERFERENCE IN SERIOUS 
AFRICAN REGIONA 

MPROBLEM. GHASHMI REPLIED THANKU 
HE IS AWARE OF SOVEIT 
OVERFLIGHTS OF YEMEN BUT 

ASKED REHETORICALLY "WHAT CAN YEMEN DO." HE 
CONTINUED THAT IF OTHER COUNTRIES IN REGION WHOSE AIR 
SPACE IS ALSO BEING VIOLATED ARE PREPARED TO SPEAK 
OUT, YEMEN WILL OF COURSE FOLLOW SUIT. IN ABSENCE 
OF SUCH STATEMENTS, HOWEVER, YARG WILL FIND IT 
DIFFICULT TO DO ANYTHING AT THIS TIME. HE 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THAT IF PIDAN, SAUDI ARABIA/ 
574(36, AND IRAN "SAY SOMETHING," YEMEN WILL 
FIND IT EASIER TO DO THE SAME. 
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2. GHASHMI CONTINUED THAT YEMEN OF COURSE 
SUPPORTS SOMALIA AND WOULD "FIGHT ALONG SIDE OUR 
SOMALI BROTHERS IF WE HAD THE ARMS." GHASHMI 
THEN ASKED WHAT US IS DOING TO HELP SOMALIA. 

NOTING THAT SOMALI REGIME HAS BEEN PLEADING 

FOR WESTERN MILITARY ASSISTANCE BUT THUS FAR 
GETTING NO POSITIVE REPLY. I TOLD HIM THAT US 
VIEWS SOMALI ETHIOPIAN PROBLEM IN AFRICAN CONTEXT 
AND HOPES THAT IT CAN BE SETTLED PEACEFULLY IN THAT 
SAME CONTES. I CONTINUED THAT US DEPLORES 
STRONGLY ANY OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN THIS MATTER. 
GHASHMI REPLIED THAT USG SHOULD NOT VIEW THIS 
PROBLEM ONLY IN AFRICAN CONTEXT BUT ALSO IN CONTEXT 
OF RED SEA AND SOVIET AIMS IN THIS REGION. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE US SHOULD SUPPORT MODERATE 
PRO-WESTERN REGIMES IN THE RED SEA REGION AND 
AS SOMALIA IS NOW EVOLVING IN DIRECTION OF MORE 
MODERATE POLICIES, USG SHOULD ENCOURAGE THIS 
TREND. HE EXPRESSED STRONG HOPE THAT USG WILL 
REPLY POSITIVELY TO SOMALI REQUEST FOR ARMS. 

3. COMMENT: I HAD EARLIER RAISED THIS MATTER 
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WITH MINISTER OF STATE, AHMAD ABDU SAID, WHO 
ALSO GAVE ME SAME REPLY. IT APPEARS DOUBTFUL, 

THEREFORE, THAT YEMEN WILL TAKE ANY PUBLIC 
POSITION ON SOVIET AIRLIFT UNTIL SUCH TIME ASE 
OTHERS IN REGION DO LIKEWISE. 

SCOTES 
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